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o ; ; Schools. tgke alf surveys, it isa sampling of att;tudes held during a narticufar time, in this ;
' of current issues concerning theirprofession; a Brimary purpose of this poll i§ to establish’
" quentsurveys. .

L publie, inciuding parents of children enrolied in the public schools. The Phi Delta Kappan '

This is he fn's& Phs Deita Kappalsaltup Poti of Teachers Attxtudes Teward the Pnbhc ‘(

o case, during May 1984. But in addition to deterinining teachers™ attitudes toward-a variety -

" a set of benchmark. measu:emems fmm wmch op;mpn trends can he &zacked m sutase

‘This pall also provsdes comparisons of teachers attxtudes wnth the vsews of the genera! :

~ haspublished the annual Gallup Polls of the Public’s Attitudeés Toward thp Public Schools
" since1968, and Phi Delta Kappa International has sponsared those. patts since 1981, Many,
. - .of the questions used in this poll of teachers’ attitudes were also used in the polls of the i
- .public’s atfitudes, thus m'ovidmg arich basis for.comparison. To be sure that this survey
- would deal with the Issues of greatest concern to both educators and.the public, Phi Deita
. Kappa soncste:i auguesﬁons far quesnons fram a wide range of teadars in the ﬁeld Qf “
- ‘education. Y
+ This PﬁK!Ga!tup Poll of Teachers Attituaes Toward the Public Scheots is valuable for ‘
{ocal decision makers in two important ways. First, it alerts decision makers to teachers” .
reactions to a variety of schdol programs and policies. Secondrit serves as a benchmark = *
" against which, [8cal attitudes can be compared.. Local officials are welcome to usé the . . .
“questions asked in this survey for their own polls. The questions are not copyngh:&
{

- Moreover, no limifs are placed on the use of information contained in this report, exce
customary credit to source and observance of the canons Ji,accuracy and ccmptaten
of quotation. . =/~ S T
This poli originally appeared in two mstaiiments m.the Octobe: ?984% and January 1985 ST
issues of the Phi Delta Kappan. Funding for this. survey was provided by Phi Delta Kappa, .. e
_Inc. Phi Delta Kappa has also published twosbooks on the annual polls of the public'sat- "~
‘ titudes toward education, including The Phi Delta Kappa/Galiup Polls of Attitudes Toward . © ..
- Education, 1969 - 1984: A Tepical Summary and A Decade of Gaflup Polls of Attitudes .~ |
Toward Educatron, 1953 1978, whsch max afso be cf ipteres,,to the reader. I




Attitudes of American teachqrs are markediy uni-

“which the data were analyzad. Only in the casévof alet
, Mentaty and high school ‘teathers dmﬁiifaremﬁs in
=~*'**,wews emerge —and then only rarely. 7 L >
"7 Af the 'same tim@, the attitudes of: teachérs and the
1 pubiic-are frequently at odds. Qf the approximately 30
v issues in the two instaliments of this teacher poll on:

. .and disagree on two-thirds.
v @rading the schools, American teachers give hign

e - public ‘Schools, using the. traditional grading system, .
" two-thirds of the teachers award the local schools éither -
~anrA or a B. When asked to grade the schoof in which, "

- they themselves. taach, an qven higrser perceatgge (72%)

. caward anAoraB.
Grading teachers, admmfstratars, schaoi boards, and
- paran:s. The same favorable attitude is.also mparent
when teachegs are asked to rate other members of the

- teaching profession; however, teachers are less positive,
. ,about the performance of administrators in the public
“gehools and about focal school boar S 'Almos§ eight .
" teachersin 10(78%) would award their feersan AoraB, -
“but substantiaily fewer would give administrato{s snd "
school board members top grades, Teachers’ grades for

‘ 'cf parents fall far below those they give to teachers, ad-

ministrators, and schoeol board members. Asked to :
‘grade the job that local parents are doing in bringingup -
their children, only one teacher in five gives parents an

form.. Very ‘few. différences in attitudes are. apparent’;
~among the nine subq:oups in the teagher popuiation by

- ~but by a significantly smane: percen&ge S that‘
¢ “uwhich the opinion.of 'the public is’" alsq - available, -
- 'feachers and the public agree otynne«third of thé Issues

*'.. . marks.toAJ.S. public schools. Asked to grade the iocal -

Teacher compdnsefion A ma;or source of teacher
dissatisfaction Invoives what teachers: pércaive as poor .
compensation. For éxample, nire teachers in 10 state
fhat their salaries aré too low. And aimost nine.in 10 .
-say:that low pay is the réasén why teachars are leay-.
', ing the’ professicn. ‘Similarly, when asked for ways to ..
s *-»»reduce school costs, only 5% react favorably to the idea,
*.-of cutting teagher saiaries. The public tends toagree — -

-~ tpachers are paid too fittle.
Merit pay. US. teachers, Q\c!udmg ‘ali- ma;or sub- '
groups in.the teacher popuition, oppose the idea of .
merit pag by a 2-1 ratio. Teachers’ objections to merit. it
. pay centdr.on two main points: 1) the difficuities in eval-
'uaﬂqn {i.e., determining who should, receive merit pay) -
and '2) the morale problems that migm ba cmatad it
erit pay plans ware put into effect.
“At the same tire, however, -fully mree-quarters ef
“11.8. teachers admit that 80me teachers in their.own'’
- schools are vutstanding enough to warrant merit pay.
Asked to estimate the percentage of teachars in their "<~
“». own schools who desesvé marit pay,. 2eachers wha fawor
' merit pay say about 33%. :
\ _e. If merit pay were adopted by the tocal schoefs
.~ tea@hers would want fellow teachers, administrators, of -
tors from outside the district -~ rather than \: :
I

'educatbrs —~ 10 decide who should receive it*O
. ‘sbout one-fifth of teachers féal that either studants
.. parents should be involved in this degision. "
" similarly, teachers feel that the criteriato be used in }
“selecting ‘candidates’ for merit:pay should be 1)an.
evaluation by educators, sither teachers or admihis- -

-AoraB.

The U.S. public rates. the performance of teaghers‘
_considerably lower than thé teachers rate themselves;

| f;. +“only80% of the public gives teachers a grade of A or B,

the public rates school beards somewhat higher than
teachers do - 41% of the public give school boards an

~A ora 8, buf only 26% of the teachers give them top . .

grades Thsrty three percent of thd public give parents

. _anAoraB —the lowest percentage forany group rated, '
" but stiil a good deal hicher than the grades assigned to

naraﬂ:s by taachers

" ence. A relatively small percentage of teachers fee| that

- (The public gives principals and administrators about .
the same rating.as it gives teachers.) Qn the otherhand, .

~trators, and 2) an ac aﬁaﬁaemﬁwaarwwxm

studants’ academic achievement or improvement, stw
gdents’ evaluations of teachars, or parents’, opinicns
rwshould influance the awarding of merit.pay. .

Theé views of the public provide a ratherdramatsc con- :
*trast to the attitudes of teachers. The public favors merit
~ pay for teachers by a ratio of4-1 (76% to 19%). The pub--
lic also feels that the most imporlant criterion upon..
which ‘to base merit pay shouid be the academic
dchievement or improvement of students as measured
';}: by stan !zed tests (68%) Onty 39% of teachers




S \ Amfudas concernmg some mendations of the -
'_" | “ \ - mational ‘commissions and task forces on educétion.’
\ ‘The atlitudes of U.S. teachers ate-mixed regarding the -
R 'recommendations fori improving the public schools that ~
; L \ have been made by the recent wave of national commis-
e ;s}ons and task forces 'on education. By wide miargins,
. teachers favor highar salaries. for.teachers and state
. -board examinations tc prove teachers’ know edge'of
© ‘Subject ‘matter. By a somewhat .sMmaller marg o they.
.+ Afavor tougher college ‘entrance requirements. Unlike
" téachers; the public opposes tougher adm ons stan-
‘da{ds for. colleges and, universiﬂes. R

RN \The reform reports aiso made a number gf recpm- e
vl endations for changing subjéct requirements, Virtual-
“ooso o Clyaliteachers (85%) agree with the reports that English

--and triath should be tequired of all students, not just the -

+. wcollege-bound.-Specificaily,” teachers. re¢ommend an.
7 average of 3.8 years of English for the coilege-bourd -
© - and 3.6 years of English for the non-collegé-bound; 8.2
...syears of math for. the ‘college-bound and 2.7 years of
tmath far the non-college-bound; 3.0 years ¢f science for
v, the college- -bound and 2.7 years of science for the fen-

. college-bound. ' .

~« Fifty-nine’ percent of 'teachers would require an .
students to take computer Science; 8% would requ:re

" vocational training for the non-college-bound, and 48%
* would require some vocaticnal education even for the
colfege-bound. Seventy-seven -percent of “teachers
S ~.would require about two years: (2&) ofa fereign language

- for coftege-bound students.

‘ « - THe public's attitudes toward,subxact requirements

- are basically tiie same as those of teachers, with the ex-

. ception that a smaller percentage of the public would re- L
- quire sgience of high school students and a slightly .
: . larger percentage would require computer science..
AR “Another of the major recommendations of the na-

‘ . tional commissions and task forces was that either the
#. . v school day or school year be lengthened to'provide
C ‘more time for instruction. U.S. teachers ‘oppose both of
e L7 these recommend.atibns by.roughly the same margins..

o 66% oppese lengthening the sckool year; 72% oppose. . .
- lengthening” the school day. Virtually every rqajor -

- - subgroup in-the teacher popuiation opposes both of .

i Athese recommendations. .

- Schoof discipling.-U.S. teachefs have ‘& much differ.
“ent perception of the problem of dxsciptine in the public
schools than does the public. Teaghers feel that the'
‘most imporfant probiem facipg local public ‘schools — _
named by 31% of-the respondents — js lack of parentai
support, not lack of discipline. Only about one teacher
in six (16%) says that discipline is a very serious prob
iem in the locgi schools.

{n addition, nonacademic disc;pnnary probiéms -~ .
e.g., incompléte assignments, cheating, taiking back to
teachers, and truancy — ara mentioned fraquently by
teachers as ocecurring “‘most of the time” or "fairly
often.” A relatively small percentage of teachers say .
that crimina! activities — i.e., vandalizing or theft of

REi 0

S

. weapons, physical attacks on students or staﬁ oceur
. © -« in their school$ “most of the time” or “fairly often.” . '
-+ The public’s perceptions of discipline in the schodis
differ considerably from those of teachers,.howsver.
- The public has named discipline as the most important
problem facing the‘public schools since the Gallup M
surveys of attitudes toward the schools began in 19689,
- One-third of the public in 1984 — compared t016% of -
.. . teachers — bdiiéve that disciplinary problems in the
lgcal schools are very serious. Most  signjficant,.
.~ Howaever, the public perceives violence and criminal ac-
© - tivities @as much more ‘prevalent in.the schools than

: _fj.aufhomy. and especially lack of discipiine in‘the home, .

.. which is mentioned by virtually ail teachers (34%). Only

- . about one-third of the teachers feel that teachers them- -
:,sqives aré at fault, -~

- - than teachers, that the principal seusmg

- discipiinary problems, -
| -;-‘schooi testing. programs A slight. majority OPROSE §X- -,
* -ams for grade promotion, and an even smalfer majority -
. favor exams for, high school graduation. Two-thirds ‘of |

~ .tioni feel that the resuits shouid be reledsed to the,

, 'ers on the issue of tésting. Aithough the public ap-
- 73 ratio, only half of those who favor the exam also'

.~ comparing,the resuits with those of othst schogls...” -

~“school prayer by a 2-1 ratio. Kigh school teachers are
much ‘more closely divided 'on this Issué thari ‘are ele- ..

U.S,, teachers name Waiter Mondale by a ratic of nearly '« -

. education, buf Mondale’s Isad aver Reagap on this issue -

is not quite as graat with tha public (42% to 3‘%) as
... with teacliers: .

; ', a profession. Teachers are about evenly divided on..
. whether-they wauld like a daughter to enter teaching, .
" but they are against a son gaing into teacmng by é ratso Lo
of 210 1(86% 10 31%)."

. contribution to society the highest of 12 professions, in-" Sl

. lawyers. But they also feel that tueir stptus is the!owasr
_of all of these professions.

" ly support teacher unions and assocciations. Bya 6 to2
ratio, they Beliéve that unions have tontributed to pu lic . .
. education; by a 2 to 1 ratio, ghey betieve that |

.teachers do. Far larger percantages of the public thanof 1> ..
_~ “teachars, for.exampre say that a yariety of these kinds

-of prqmems occuf **most of the time” or “fairly often,”
‘Teachers bianie didciplinary problems on outside m- E
ﬂuences - specifically, the courts; lack of respect for

The public agrees, aithbugh bya Jier percentage

of dismp:inaxy

‘problems is lack of dis¢ipline in the home. Qn the qther

" hand, the public is more pmne to blame tsachars fOr ,
bt

Testing, Teachers ara divided ‘on the valde of pubtic

those who approve of an exam for kigh school gradua- - .7,

public ~ and compared with results from other schoals
that serveethe same racial and socioeconomic mix. %
The public’s view differs rarkedly from that of teach- - N

proves of an exam for high school graduation by a wide

favor the relsase of results to the public and approve of e

Schoo! prayer. Elementary -téachers fayor vo!untary

mentary school teachers. The public approves of school
prayer by\a wider margin, 4-1. -

Politics. ‘Asked which Prasidential ‘candidate wouid
be more likely to improve the quality of education in the -

3-1 42%!0&5% Thel.S. gublic alsofeels that Mondale
would be more likely than Reagan to improve American .

Deslrabm'ty of feéchmg asa professian Teachers are
. somewhat negative about the desirability of teachingas.’

By contrast, the public favors a daughter going into C
teaching by a ratio of about 6 to 4 (5% to,39%). The" "
public is-divided as_ tg wnether a son, shauld enter the ‘
profession.

How teachers see themselves Teachers rate thexr

cluding physicians, clergy, business executives, and

.The general. public rates teachefs’ contribution to. L

,sosiety somewhat’ iower than that of clergy or physi-
- property, use or seliing of tfru‘g% or alcohol, carrying of ~— chans.The pubtic rates teachers’ status in the communi: T**‘*'“_

ty. som@What higher than the teachers themselves do. ",
Teacher unionsiteacher strikes. U.S. teachiers strong-

Brs’
should have the right to strike. o
By contrast, only about ong pesson. in five in the .
general public feels that tgacher unions have improved.
the quatity of public educafién. Twice-as'many believe. . : ..
. that unions have hurt public education. The pubfictlso - . .7
op?oses ‘by a 2 to 1 ratio, giving teachers the right to
str ke, . . . ‘ ,
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deveﬁgpmg .good work. habits, the ability to.organize

A3

- elementary séhools. Almost nine cut of 10

one's thoughts, and the ability to concentrate as a most

s of educazion A malomy (56%} of'ieachers rate -

.. important ‘goal of education. The same percentage of )

_ teachers aiso rate the ability to think — creatively, ob:
jectwety, and analyticaliy — as a goai of the highest im. -

‘portance. A majority of teachers aise cite deveioping ',

the ability to speak and write, developing the ability to .
use mathemag;cs for evesyday problems, and encourag- - .
or lifelong learning as among the htghest -

ing the dQsif

pnorities of education.
'Sex education. U.S. teachers ovemheiming!y support
..sex education in both the secondary schootlgandhthe
chers

" (86%), support.sex education in high schiool d threé

out of four (75%) suppm sex edm:ation in: ekmantaryf'

+ school.
~ Moré specifically, for high schcol students, large ma-

L]

jorities of teachers approve the discussion of such‘ .

‘topics as the biology of reproduction, venereal disease,

and bmn control Smaﬂer ma&orities appmve of in-
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ciuqu in h:gh schaot sex education ciasses such
" topics as ‘premarital sex, the nature of sexual inter-
T COUTSe,
school students,” the only topic that a “majority of

teachers {70%) feef would be appropriate isthe bioiogy .

- -of reproduction.
The public supports sex education in the high

schobls by a smailer margin than teachers'do (70% as . -

opposed to 86%). But the public is about evenly divided
—.45% for and 48% against —
‘education in the elementary s¢
Control of instruction. Yeach
_ have the most, infiuehceron wha
- .schools. They feefeven more st
have the mqsmfmegge In the St
bdoks '
By contrast the pubtic feeis that parents and schoot
- Hoards shouid have the most say @
the public schools. But the publidad
" that teachers should have the mos¥y
"tion of books and other Instructionat matena!s.
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Te,achers Gmde the Pubiic Schnols

. Amencan teachers give h;gh marks ta the U. s pubﬁe

" . ‘schoot system. Asked to grade the public ‘schéols in -

their community using the fraditionai A-through-F grad-

- ing system, two-thirds of Amefican teachers give the' :

schools a mark of A or B; Only 4% give the schooisa D,

~ and 1% give them a failing grade. When asked to grade ~’:

. the schools in which they themselves teach, the per-

. -centage of tmchers who qwe the schools an A ora B
R RARE rises to 72%. .

'The qusstion. o

e nj FAIL “::n:"mth?mlft: itmd::'a%.gf'
Y - & to le . P
‘ SR "'.mmmbﬁescmgu‘ n this _
. vmunny,waqndcdiu!hsnmcmy.wmtqndc, '
- would you give the public schools here? How

. about the puhllcschooﬁnwhtch ywtuch?ww.. e -

grade wouldyou gmyourmschod? Cw

© Moeal U Youwr
. o, % C %
. fiﬁng - L) ," BN ‘ B : o2t ‘i e .
t ting SO - e By,

, C rating - . e ».20 ..

D ng - ' &
. F . 1 . .2
. 't know . < , ¢ ‘ 2.

S Teachargerade memm, Administmtors, i
o : - Schoel Boards, and Parents .~ '~

‘American teachers are even mora itive ahout the -

performance of teachers than they are about the per-- o

-+ formance of the schools, with 78% awarding teachers
an Aora B, However, this highly favorable attitude does -
.. not carry over tathe performance of others involved in .

local educhtion — principals and other administrators, -
- local school boards, os the par ta Qt'atudams amnp -
_ lingtheiogatschoct“ : '

: ..:;_:pafs and other administrators in the local 'schools de--
“'gervas either an A of a ‘B, Fewer than ona teagher in
" three {20%) would:award the locat school baard eithe ,

R of teachers (31%) give paragts ab or. an F. :
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- schools, Almost two-thirds of American feachdrs (84%)
. "give the local schools an A or a B; only about four in 10 .
o (43%} of the ganeral population did 80, :

views also show up in the grades these groups awand to |
- tedchers, ‘adminigtrators, local school boalds, and ..
. parents, M{hough the public grades teachers somewhat gt
- higher than it grades the locai schools, oniy 50%.0of the .

-public give teachers & grade of A or B, & substantially -

Oniy 44% of !aachers feet that the ob dons by princ:-

an A ora B, with 13% giving it a'failing grade. ;
" At the bottom of the list are the parents of Iocai

schoolchildren, who raceive an A or a B for their efforts .
from oniy one teacher in fivé (31%). A’ larger percantage’

" The quesuon.;._ﬂv,_ i

e 'What grade would ynu give tho umnn inthe.
Jocal public schools? The sdministiators in the .
focal publie schools? The local ‘school board?-. ..
What grade would you give<he parentsof students
:in the toc&Lpubﬂc :chools for bﬁmtn@ up thelr ¢

'reachor Opinion vs. Public Opfnion :
* Although the grades the publiic gave the scﬁoots in o

recorded-in-a-decade,
stilf much lower thén, the grades the teachers  give the

Diffarances ‘betweendthe public's and the"teachers

iower'ﬂqure tha& tha 78% of teachefs who give their.



" Atthough taachers grade adminisiraters ‘consider- . © === ' W
“"ably fower than thay do thexrpeers.theus.pub!icrales et thg P:ayer ‘ e
?gnunés‘tmg:d abo:t tgas samgfas it dgeg tbaafhetshor;“ ‘_\‘ s o
& oLier the public grades: both schao Elementary schoot teachers favor votuntary school T
goa:ds and parentsfh;gher ;‘;}3“ Amaerican teachers do. prayer ‘by roughly & 2-1 ratio. High school teachers are -
¢+, Forty-ona percent of the public give thedchool boardan. -~ myuch more closely divided on the tssu&hvming school

‘A ora B; only.28% of teachersdé so. = - e o .
pxayerbycs?ktcﬂé . -
Bot public and teachers rate parents the lowest. - The Ametican
: public approves cf school prayer bya ‘
o Miﬁ of fﬂ;\e puanc and 23% of teachefs give ~wider ratio (4-1) than teachers. At the same time, how- .,
=_ ' agrade ot Aor I s 0 éver, there hias been some dacline in public support for-
- : N - . =" school prayer in recant years, - - . ‘
N L ms“"“’“ B T*‘Bquestion. o » Vi
‘,,. s S “.. C . o - Aﬂ et ‘ . us‘ - ‘ . \. - (w
CEETR e e, T";’"“ o "2““ S Doyoufavcrwopposeapmposodllmendment
- A rating . L qa g tctheBS Const!tuﬂmthatwmndaﬂowwunm 3
B rating Ce g e g prayerin thepublic SMS?' S
C rating Rt R B ¢ . B : i ey
D rating i R TR TS LI oo A Netementary nms:hooz CUS
FAIL, L oY 4T S T Teschens  Teachers . Teachess .. Public.
Sy S e Los e N ag e v
e =SS ' No IO < . - 37 . 18 ‘
Dpn'tknow N R I R e
~ Teachers Grade Teacher.Educatxon AR R S AN S i
e AbOUL half of U.S. teachers in every ma}orsubgraup ‘Why Teachars Léave the Profession n e
P of the teacher population would give the teacher educa- ' )

_ tion program they.attended a grade of A or B. Collegtive- . - -~ Respondents were shown a card listmga humbar of .
~ly, 10% of teachers would award their teacher training = " problems that affegt the teaching profession, and thay

- programgea grade of D, and 6% woyld swe thetr teacher " were askedwhiclythree problems they feel are the main-
training programs afaiiing qrade. - S - ““factors causing’ teachers to -leave their jobs. Low -

The question: . © v ... . - salaries are byfar the most frequently cited, with a!most

\ - hine in 10 tg@chers (87%) mentionmg this reasom. .
What grade would you 95“ the.teacher Gd““' .+, Thequgtion: - , o

tion training you received?’ T .. - ¢
S <l Many pubﬁgschool teachers-are !uving ﬂu -"
o Al Elementary, mghscuoos A ,cmsroom ore are some reasons that aré some- - ‘. B
Teschars . Teaches Tesches - fimes given. Which thres of these do you think are
o Amting R N ;&gﬂn msonswhy mcm m‘. !uving thair
L B rati o . 35 , - 37 . Y S S . S
e Cmﬂg - < S - S . ik R T e
nmﬁm o R s g ey *,__ e e Erementary - HIGh SEhoed 5
- FAIL IR 6 4 L8 CYe . ‘Teschers  Teachdrs  Teachers
Don't know - 2 -8 2 ) L o % % T %
' ', N s . I C .7 {ow teacher salaries & 88 o R
L = S Discipiine prablems in Co T T
. .+ % schools - T | S S
e . Presidenﬂai Candxdatas Low:gg?ei:gigf mm;@. N u - e
as o ) . . N .
.+ Asked which Presidential candidate, Ronald Reagan s&%?:&i::{:dﬂ?,ﬁfﬁ“ g . oa
~\or Walter Mondale, woulid be more likely to improve the {ack of public financial ‘ : r. o ;
. quality of education in the U.S., American teachers suppert for education - .~ 8B - a/ . o
. name Mondale by a ratio of nearly 21, 42% to 25%. “’t‘""’g“"“ support the - e s e Ty
- About opie-third say that there would be o difference guistanging isachar par-  © AN U e
between the candidates or have no opinion. . - . formaice goes unrewarded - 20 . 14g PO KR
. Aithough the Amarici:n public aiso feels that Mon-. ng;:gts; :;f m&cm:é .18 £ T
 daler would be more. fikely thap Reagan to improve sresled .~ .
.- .. American education, the fatio is much smaller,(42% to . inchiidren's progress - - W W PR
, . 34%). ) . IR (Figurasdd to momthan 100% beZadse of mui:ip!e mmrs) . IR
—_— ‘“‘Tﬁ&QUBSﬁUﬁ‘ : ; : - e I —— - 7»-L, =
o ‘ - Teachsr Opinion vs. Puhlic Opinion S e

. Which Prasidential candidate do you fou! would .
» be more likely, as President, to improve the quality - - The pubiic surveyed in 1982, differed from the teach-
“. . .of public education in the t.i,& " quid Rugan . .....ers as to why teachers leave the profession. Only 52%

‘or Walter uondtlo? .. of-the public mentioned low teacher salaries as one of . fV?'~ :
o : . the main reasons why teachers leave; 63% cited discb_ ‘
S P _ Al Elementaty umscm us. - - pline as one of the main factors. ‘ PR
: : Teachers Tucm mcm o -Public, Paradoxicaily, the pubhc was much more iikety than ;
T % % % " teachers to see parents’ lack'of interest in their .
e Wl Mopddle . 2 i g. .2 chiidren’s progress as a reason for teachers to igave the
- Ngdiffcung:j " oo e T T - profession. ‘Twentyfive pertent of the public mentioned
© noopinion 337 3« - 3 e thisrsakon butoniyﬂ% ofteacharsde.Ssmnariy, 7%' ‘
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- of the pub ic said that. laok"f Sup f trom. parents is T“chgr inicm vs. Public o inlon

one-of the factors causing teacherspgo ieave the profes- ' OP P

s -sion, whereas only - 2‘% of teachers Cits this as. a - " The pubhc is divided aimcst evenly on the QUQSUOR o
¢ . greasom. , - of whether teacher salaries are too low or about right.
\ - : ‘ ‘ Forty-one percent feel that teacher salaries are just
S E R 4 T T U& o about right, and aimost as many respondents (37%)say
S ‘ P Public. - . . that they are too low. Very few respondents (7%) thmk

&, . Ressonglorisaving Ce Teachers '“gﬁ’ - teacher salaries are too high ‘

Sl Low teacher salarigs C - o8 ‘ o . C SRR
Mo 'Disclp!fne‘pmbhms in schools - t 48, 63 Co ' All - us. .
P " Low'standing of tuchfng:saprofasslon . 38. . 1 ) oo o o Teachers ™ Public -

L Students are unmotivaled, unlntemted E R . - > % : % .

S, inschool kY4 Coe 37 Too low\’ Y- T - 37

T - Lack of public financial suppanfct e e : o o " Too high ~ & EEECE R RS

FAR -education  , - t 26 . L 24 T Just abait ﬁght T - TR B e

-= 0, Parant don't support the teachrs 2 , 37 , No Opmion , . , 1 A 15 ,

. z;égandn;%tncwpeﬁmgm -20 ¢ g S . I SN e e T e e
SO Teward S ’ L3 S g ST s e . L S N .
flicuity of advancement ~ - .~ . 18 _14 LN L‘“m m“% ST R
i Pa;!;maru not interested in ©  + - " . o S . % -
O G nsprogress o N g ‘ : )
- b ' Dmerentiai Pay inf Subject Areas
5 yufes &dd to more than 100% b}uuseof muitiple ansm) E - w“h Teacher mges

o N A number of cbservers have suggestediha!m pay', s
A Amas:tlng and Rataming GGOd reachers .~ ‘be given to teachers in areas of critical national need,.

h as science, mathematics, and vocatsonalltechnxca! .

Snghtiy more‘than one-third of U.S. tedchers (37%) suc ! :
report that their schoois have had difficuity in attracting - subjects. :{rgtee-fg?rths of ::acse“’f %ppiosed o ‘gg“:‘mayf
good teachers, @nd about:half (48%) say that their =~ . Teasure. 118 Puulic IS Mars oVamy iv S0

choats have had\gjfficulty in retaining good teachers. - f:s“:& with ‘,8_% i“ favor of. d;ffqrenna; pay, and 43% op-

" .in-both. instances the percentage is higher f‘or high L PR e el ,;,._-g g
. .,  .schoolthan for elementary teachers ' . The\quasnon. _‘\' T e
CaT . o ST g . o ., : - ¢ :
T ‘Thequestion: .-« < SR . Today thars is a shomgc of tmfﬁ ln_sci-‘
ST nogs the school in which you ieach have diffi ence, math, technical subjeciy, and vak ‘m!,’-"f “
. cult ln otting oodmaehars?. o R subjects. If your focal schools teachersin =
2 ewlyingeling g 7 Y these subjects, would you favoTOF oppose paying ..
. ' Al Eumcnmy ,chhSchod ' ..tho‘t:?highu "‘9" thm w"" “ ‘“h" ‘“b'
‘ - ‘ S Tu;!ms Tu:‘h-n L T_u;'m j'c , | s
Yy Yes T e as - Ehmonmy hmsm us.
S No . °* 57 - . 6 . . . 48 . Ce ‘fucm 'r..em .‘:Tm; .- pPublic .
No opinjon < 6 - 4 ' 7 %o % o %o %
The question. , S . Nmim _ i T2 s R
3 " “Does the school in which you teach have difti- e —— = e
culty In keapmg good tsachers" : v © T W '‘Merit Pay o
Lo, ’ Al Eementay HighSehool American teachers opposé the idea of merit paybya .
TL . Techers - Techen. Teschen, 5 q7atio, 64%to 32%. This ratio is consistent across a
ves Y a3 55 major teacher population subgroups . e
Tt Ne &7 ‘ s2 ¢ - 39 , T‘ne question: , R
No opinion - 5 B s 6 . ‘ . AR \
N ', . 8 : = How do you, youmtf fni about tho.ida of
. o Teacher COmpensation .- meritpay for teachers? in glmnl, dayou favoror
- - oppose it? _ o _ .
~ ¢ Nine out of 10teachers say that teacher salaries are - e N % R
. - :3: h;cw. virtually none say 1hat teacher salaries aretoo - . | :r “%?m ‘ w Hw- -
7T T The question: A . [ S e
_ - g , Oppose I | 6 e
DO you think uluﬂn for {eachers in this com- Noooinion —_— 4;, : “: 3 A
munity ara too high, too low, or juse about rlght? : -
v . PP 51' n.’?,"' . ‘m’qh s&?‘ Reasons for FavonnglOpmsing Marit Pay
A Teachers e ) o :
. , “:5 % "ga L Teachers oppose merit pay fqr“two basic reasons: 1) [
" Yoo low 90 88, 89 the difficults of evaluating teacher.performance and 2)..
K Too high - - " . the morale problems that merit pay might cause, =
. Just ascut right 8 W - About one-fourth of tha teasher respondsnts (23%) ...
. o R e . say that it would be difficult to give a fair evaluation of -~ = v
R *Less than one-haif of 1%, R S teaching Twefve percent say that administramrs could |

R ' ' ) . . . .’ . . .
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: S:@t give otfective evaxuations, andthe samepercentagef ;
- _ s? that teacher marit. canmt be measurad cb;ectweiy -
m a
8N About 12% of the teanhers say that mem pay woutd y

.. créate morale problems intheir sghoals, and- ancther ,
8% say that it would present pou ca! prob}ams in the.;

Twa-thirds of the pubhe.fss%} beheve that academic .
achievement or ‘the improvement of student perform. =~ ..
' ‘anice a8 measured by standardized tests shouid beone = - -
~of the criteria used to determinewhich teachers rdceive - -
- marit pay. Only 38% of the teachars agree. But 68% of . -
the teacherstfael that other teachers in the system

fools.- & . should be:involved "in the evaluation ‘of teachers' for - -
he quastion. ER Lo - ;4- marit pay, wh:ie only 48% of the pubiic. agree S
E Why do you ;:vorfoppou mﬁﬂt m”fo: tucir L
. . oers? , T . ST e
T ‘ 3 - S . .
- NUUAL T Elementary” mqnsdsooi Y
. S Toachis. Tmm - Yeachars . gavum tpay . * U0
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Lt Would craate problems/. - S o o .
Lo b morgle prodblems | 32 AR O - U _
i *Admfmslmzmmtewé " ‘ 13 s UL e
. Catefaily o - 12 . ;
e Political prablems - . w m
o Canfbcob}octivoly i 12 - e . gdm“ﬁs‘ r&wmms .
’ e - valuation by other teachers . -
/h Othot _ 5 5 e mm.systzn R N
: eFlm | 3 ‘ R Q:r;?hoftmdr.aigmﬁbdﬁe R
‘ . . . . o 1\ nce .
L Gm::z“" ‘“wwb' P TR 2? 4 academic aemov?mentorimpm .
" :" ‘Childran wouxé benatit =~ . " 1 ‘- - 1, _’ ' w’s‘,‘,"fnd’,‘“mmt‘,“;;;““‘“m o
- Othar 5 LT 6 3\; v “:Students’ etaluations
i (ngurlsaddto mom man 1mmei mu!tipie m\ufs.) T Pm opinie_m .. _;',: T
K Lmtmnwhalf of ;%.m “qA- EEEEE I ‘ IR \,?':'_‘ AL TR PR
‘ vy . '4 _ . .___..,.,...... : ’ m .
- S "{-"",*“. .
" Whi h‘gh" il;ould D’?’“ﬂ:fn Pa o What Percentaga of Teachets
ch Teachers hacaive y?. ' mee Merit.Pay?
© Almost two-thirds of the US: “teachers (63%) say-that ‘ :f: e

' a committee of teachers should determine which teach- -
~ ers receive merit pay. Next most fraquently. mentionad
-as potential decision ‘maker i$ the school principal
(57%). followed by a commitiee of cutside educators
- {42%). Only about one teacher in five wantsme decislm
~to be made by either students w?alents

S

Afthough us. teachars tend to'¢ oppose merit pay,”

tmee-quarters of then say that some téachers in their
. own schools desewémeﬂ pay.

The qu‘esticn. ‘

‘; )

Aﬁdo from whothor yw fa\(or or apm: mm

The question' T
Y F‘Y.doynumimftarcanytudmmm
' Suppm that your own sebqoi wers 10 8d ~ school whers you feach who are sumcnnuy out- s
the merit pay plan. Wha, in your opinion, shou " SWW tq warant merit’ P‘Y...Of.mf? |
. determine which tuchnl‘l &houl& be qlnn mcrit . ‘ PR S
increases? : ‘.‘;w, Y = E :,.'rn&hm o ’ru;m . m:&muf o
- T“‘:‘,:m em High Schook | ves F TR Y 81 -
,‘ , -y K% T Ne 16 S 1"
-, Committee of teachers . 83 . 62 ~-moTes Noopiion .~ 8 7 .9 .  8,
" School prifcipal , &N , 80 53 5 ‘ C e i T L
Committee of outside S . S . . . . DRI
\S-,ggggt,:f* SRR - ST~ - SRR 7(lF FAVOR MERIT PAY) What peiceriage of s
* Parents 19 2 17 . tneh«sdoyodfm warrants mcm ply? ; o
e _OfW& .. . 19§ 14~ %1 b
No ope qualifisd 2 2 <3 R _ ¢
~ . ' Dontknow 8 3 o4 | A | esmmmm~ High Sehooi
(Figuun addtamomtm %00% bmuofmumpu rRSPONSEs.) s ) T".E""I-'. - _Tnc‘: _"",__‘ o Co
S . T & mmau i
\ Tucmr Opinion vs.Pubiic Opinlon m%ga% LB a.
' L 30%te 5% 23" 20
- TheﬂeWs of the pubﬂc diﬁer dramat;caliy fmm those -l i ka
aﬁtaacherscntheissueofmﬁtgay.‘rhemmisfavors L e o
mem pny forteachars byamiaofn  Aveage - o C




S _ 4 e ' = = How serious 3 ﬁrobhm would you say_ dkci. R
| m}or Pmblems c«anfmnling e ﬂ;g&?ﬁgm nmgudfmwn; i

el The Public Schodls - S e AR RRRSE
S " U'S tsachefs say that the’ btggest probtem confront- .~ ., '
Rt ing the public 'sehools is parents’ lack of interestand o v 4 o ¢ I“:‘,‘m w “}“*‘swfm““ ' o
Lot support (31%). The next t frequently mentioned. .t = . a R

. problems — ali cited bya t one teacher in five ~—arg - Very gdws ot 16 B f,! 15 34
e " lack of proper financial support, iack of intarest or truan- ' Fairly serious 33 - 36 T3
s ¢y on-the part of pupils, and lack of discipline. =~ ' Notloosericus . 38 3’;’ .2
G '.,'- These rasponses-are fairly consistent across ail :g';;‘:i‘;:‘“w "; e T e
S " teacher population subgroups. One difference is that . ' T i A

. 35% of elementary schoal teachers mention. parants’ Lo ~msmmtotm. o e

fack of intarest, while onfy 26% of high schooleachers -+~ G SRR

mention this probtem. On the ether hand, 23% -of high e ST : .

_school teachers mention pupils’ lack of interest or their "
truancy, while oniy W% et ewmmaw taachars do 50, Pef’ébived lne!cnce of School Problems

. Theguestion: - . . .f_
: ' . ' Teachers: mffer markadly’from the generar pubhc in".
. . What do you think are '“'D bimm ptobhms .thesr judgment of whichaf the problems confranting the...
RO ‘with which the public schopls in ma communitv - schools are most important. The comparison i es-
e o must dul? : e | S . pecially, revealing with regard to criminal activities, -
T oo eaos oo wihich the public feeis oceur. tafmora fr&quentty tnang
o | S wemen Weh U7 tgachérs dor o

-,“g',:m Teochars ,m ngk - Far example, 53% of the public feel that drugs.are .

e s T I % « . ‘usedatschool “most of the time™or “fairly often.” Only -
. Parents’ tack of;m‘mu S . ~ Tt T 11% of teachers agree. Aimost haif of the public 47%) -
" support e a8 280 s butonly 13% oftheteachersthinkthatdmgsaresowat.
‘Laok of waperﬂnmcm S T o T gohool “mogt of the time” or “fazrt_y’ often” | ,
et Suepet intomti oA -, oAt M o About one-third of the public™fesl - that atcohoﬁc;
R T ,,ﬁmy e 2, w2 e " .beverages are drunk'at school “mast of the. time™: or
° - Lack ofdiscip!ina oo 207 =2 w27 . “fairly often,” that scheol pro is stalon “most of,
« -yfk  Problems with adminis. = - , C - the time” or “fairly often,” and thaf¥nives, firearms, and
. P‘gfg: ey v 8 12 3 .weapons of other kinds are carried at schoal “most of
standards. | Toe RS N 2 30 . .4s . the time™ or “fairly often.” Teachars tepost that these.
‘Use of drugs ) 5. 3 - . » 8 | . criminal activities take place much less frequently:
Low teacher salaries 5. 5.. &6 4 ~_drinking, 10%; theft'of school property, 23%,; canrying
Difficulty getting good . e’ " 3 4 - -4 . weapons,8%. However, teachers.and the public are in.
, Large ,cm;smmmmng .4 s . 2 .4 - -closer agreement on how often such disciplinary prob-.
! Teachars' lack of interast - 4 5. . 4 - & . . lemgas chmmﬁ’ not completing hamewmk. tmancyn
Ve tl-;c“m'm”ffd. " 6 a S g g ,,;anq on oceur. -
- . 6ac other studenta . & . S T T : i
S . o) . ) ." . - .l
S cm%:ugi{émmp‘:gu?ems Y TN 3 1 o Abouthowomndouehnmnp'fmmusm
. Goverment, intarferancas - T occut ntﬂnachoo!wtnm you teach? o
, regulation n g g ;' ‘é : :
int tionbus 4 ’ h . . o
i .,L‘;c._i?':fprobezf:?:nmn : 2 2 ' g 2 s S _ oo Sayumz&”4
: + Sehool board cies . - . S T L A
. & " Parentd mva!&?jn;en.twith‘ - : o e e S . YimelFairly Olten
) schod! activitles : C2 3 2 1 ‘ .. . : : All Us.
C . Mismanagsment of funds! . . : : pon : ‘- ~ Teachers - w ‘
programs - ' 2 3. 2 2 ﬂ. %H .
Moral standards . ° 2. 2 2. 1 Schooiwomand homework assgnrnents . e :
Drinking/alcoholism 2 3. 2 3. 4. . notcompieted - 76 . o« 84
. Lack of needed teachers - 2- 2 . T, . Behavior that disrupts class L 47 - 80 T
. Crimehandalism = I -2 3 - Trancybeing absent from schoot ' » 47 . 83
—_— i C Taking back to, dr:obcyingtmhcu < . .
(Figures add to more than 100% because of mumpie mmrs.) ’ - cmﬁnggnf“ts . 0 . &
‘ _ “Less fhan onmxf ofw. o Stoppyorimppmpriahd:m : - 4 'o47
' T, . L Skipping classes . ' . 35 .56
e i TR IS PPy Sy m.______%mu - -rrgﬁuunqm WMT-A - =
S o - ?eionglng&ogt&usmms. R o 2 : 38"
o ' B s, 8 : . ye .
R How Serious Is the Discipling Problem? WTM'?‘““@&”M% o BT
S t of school prope e L
SRR it e K R HL MRS R
© - discipline is & very serious p minthes 8, on ing of drugs at sc < T
e 16% of the teachers agree. About one-third of both, - mm:&cmﬁgm'gg:‘::gg?‘ e 8
.‘j . groups see the discipline problem as fairly “serious. '« weapons atschool - . ' ' %
|y Nearly.half of the teachers sea the problem of discipline Sexual activity at 8¢ M

V. as'nat toc serious (35%} or ot at all serious (14%), but  Racial fights between whites, biacks,

T an s e
P2

. . only %bwt a quarter ef the pubtic agres with these ;udg o Tﬂ?ﬁmm‘jggj‘&“
. 5 "‘9‘“ AL S uing weapons of threals <
- The question: : L B | B a . Physical attacks on teschers of staff




e select those that they feit best explain
" plinary problems exist. Teachers "iook outside the |

“ .+of discipline’in the Home is one important reason for -
disciplinary problems in school, 74% cite iack of re-.

’

" of discipline in the home is-the main cause of disci-,

Reasons for Discipline Prohfams

v

Respondents ware shawn a list of potentiai reasons

nd asked to
why disci-

for discipline problems in the schools

- schooi for reasons to expi&in the disciplinary problems.
© For exampfe, more than nine in ten (84%]) say thdt lack

spect for tawgnd authority throughout the society, 66
. mention-student troublemakers who cannot be removed

ministrators too cautious in deaimg with student mis-.
. behavior. = - Yo

1

The U.S. pub:ic tends to ag:ee with teachers that :ack

o plinary probiems in the schools. But the public men:

~ ! us. -
’ o ! : Al Public -
' - Teachers (1933} .
o % % .
- Lack of discipline in the home & e 94 72
‘Lack of respect for law and authority L :
. throughaut sociaty ’ 74, . 54
Students who dre constant: troublemakers .
often can't be ramoved from the school o 42 .
#Tha courts have made schoo! administrators o .
so cautious thay don't deal,sevemly :
with student misbehavior 65, )
* Punishment is too lenient , ' - 50 i B
Decline in teaching of goodl‘mnners ' 48 37
. One-parent families 4 26
Viewing telavision programs mat emphasuo
crime and violence 39 3g
Teachers themsalves do not commud respect 23 36
Teachers who are not properly {rained 10 . )
deal with distipiine problams 19 42 ’
“Fallure on the part of teachers to make 51 :
. 11 \ :

tions outside influgnces, including the home, less often -

. than teachers do, and the public is much more tikely to
say that teachers are in part the cause 6f disciplinary
probiems — that teachers do not comriand respect,
“‘that teachers are not properly trainad to deal with

discipline problems, and that teache:s fail to make -

classroom work mte:esttng
The quesnon ‘ .

. -
A,
-

" . Many peopte say that “discipitm” ts one of tho

major problems of the public .schools today. .
Would you please ook over this list and check the
' reasons you think are most important to oxplaln
E why there isa disciptfnc problem?

classroom work mosa interesting

.‘ .

: SU'pport for Public School Testing

merits of standardized achievement tests both for grade
promotion and for graduation from high school. -
. Teachers are opposed to promotion from grade to

grade on the basis of examinations; 43% say that they -
favor such tests, and 52% oppose them. They are more
evenly divided on the question of a nationwide examina-
tion for high school gmﬂuation, 48% favor such a test,

white 45% oppose it. Of the 48% who favor an examina-

tion for high school graduation, two-thirds feel that the -

outcomes shouid be released to the public, and virtually
all favor comparing the exam résults with thvse of other
schcols servmg simuar ciienteies ,

N

“from school, and 65%(say that the courts have madead- - toward the public sch

.S, teachers-are dbcidedly ambivalent about the -~ -

) ) o . ‘. o, Y .

(’ E ‘; " v ‘ . P.
.
.\5

the few Instances. fn this survey in which e found sig- .
-pificant diffetence of opinion between elementary and
high school teach
exdmination for gratie promotion by a ratio of aimost 2
{0 1, while high schaci teachers favor promotion on the
baiis of an examina on score by a margin of roughiy 8
- to ‘

- Once again, teacmsrs atti tudes are in stask contrast. -
*to those of the generaf pubtic, which has for many years .
supported the notior’h of using standardized tests.both -

for grade-to-grade ﬁromotion and for high school
. graduation. In the 1884 survey of the public’s attitudes
ols, the general public supported .
both of these uses of ;ests by a mafgin of abouj 3 to 1.
* The question S ¢

¢ '? O"n

In your opinion, shoul& children bo promotad ,
from grade to gmde only if they can pass examina- ‘

: ﬂons?
High Schs
Tuchm. Public ‘

% r %

' 7t

-
1))

1]

Al

Teachers
iy

Etcmcnury
* Teachess
‘ - Y,
Yes . °
No oo

443 33 . 54 .
“No opinlpn 5 4 . 6~

The question: -

Should all high sehoo& students inm United
smes be requirsd to pass a standard nationwide
mmimtion ln order to.get a'high school diploma?

Ml .

Teachers

. % .
Shouid be . . : '
required '
Should not =~
be required:. -~
© Neopinlon

Elementary
Yeachars -

48
45
7

e - T Y

Teachers are ogposed to having a student repeat a

year s work if that student fails a subject. Three-quarters

. Elomentagy, teachers ofpose’an

»-

Hlﬁﬁs&ﬂ ool :zus. T

The question ot‘ testing for grade promotion is one of '

" of the teachers (78%) favor having such a student take

. special remedial classes in the subject he or she falled;
only 13% wouid prefer hawng the student repeaf the

whole year.
. In 1978 the pubﬁc was in vinua! agreement with our
. 1984 sample of teachers on how to freat failing stu-
dents. Four-fifths of the public would have hag such
students take special remedial classes rather han 4'6-
peating the subjects they faii
The quesﬁon E : ST N

B e

(]

Should students who uit be roquirod to take
. speciai remedjal classes in the subjects they fail,
. of shouid they be mquircd tc uput the whulu

. year's imrk

0.51 ‘e
Public
{1978)

T %

81

14 .
-

P o Al
: ‘ - Teachers
., Special remedial classes

Repeat whols year's wwk
No opinion ' o * 9

[ LS 7y

[




e Raistng cmioge Entrance Requiremems .
Many educators have. arguéd that raising the en-" '

......

, trance requirements of colieges and universities would

" be an effective way’of inducing the pubnc schools to: -

_raise their standards. Teachers in this Survey favct tms
" propesal by a small margin (47% to 39%).:

The general public, however, doas not agree. The- .

- Jpubdblic has always favorad teugher standards at the high
. school level, but it rejects, by a marg:n of §8% to 27%,
" the raising‘of college antrance requiramants. ~

The questtcn. : '

" Do you !ut thahfnur “YOAr. cbltegcs and umver-
. sm;s shauld raise thalr mmnco mquir- ,
nqt .

R AL us
Feachers
o s % » % .
CShoutd .-, - 47 2T
. Should not el 39 88
" No opinion R 14 “%,

oot .
e

et
—

A State Board Examtnation for Teachers

[

: Apprcximate!y two—ihirds of the taacher respondents
. say that they would favor a state board dxamination to
" prove their knowledge in the subjects they pian toteach.
. The U.S. public even more strongly favors theridea of a -
state board examination for teachers. Etghty nine per-
. cant of the public support tha idea. s
The question: - - .7 ,-"*‘

in sddition to moottng eoﬂaqo roquinmcnt: for -
a teacher’s certificite, should those who want to

bacem teachers aiso be required 10 pass s state -

rd examination to profe their knowledge in the .
u”b -cts thuy wﬁt tuch, bofm tlny are hiud?
o — O A T us,
SR © . Yeachers Public
« =X W%
Yos - 63 S
. No = ' 30 7.
No opinion - 7 4

.t

e T .
R R AR T A FEEARR P BN . ) e

& L e
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‘ ";m working conditions. Asked whether they feel that unicn-; -

‘p {that it has heiped, -only 1

:}' in digputes. Asked if they would favor-arbitration if an_

T«

o Desirabititi« of Teaching as é-'Préfession S

As a »Ogy of - measuring their attftudes about the

* first asked whether they would like to have a daughter or
a son enter the teaching profession. Teachers are about
.evenly dividéd in thesase of a daughter’s becoming a
- teacher,{43% in favor, 46% opposed) and about 2 to 1
against a son’s doing so (31% in favor 6§“% opposed).
The question. v ‘ . o
Wmﬂd you like to have a’ dauﬁhmr of yours take ‘
' up teaching in the public schools as g career?
‘Wouid you fike to have a son bf yours take up
’ tuchinq in.the psfﬁc -schools ay a career?

D‘aughm' '
' ' ' ) ) %
Yes BN o 43 31
- 'No S R | B R < A
No opinion  ~ S £ .10
ot : o ) o :‘ } N

desirability of teaching as a profession, teachers were -

) i
: |

| A
“ AU - . N . -
P

Teacher Gpimon vs. Pubhc Opm\pn "‘

' Teachers' views on-the desxrabitity of teachfng as a | .
profession differ somewhat from the attitides of the . . '~
: public. For exampie, the public favors a daughter 'S
entering teaching by a ratio of roughly Sto 4 (50% to .
- 39%). For a son, the pubiie I's about évenly divided! 46%
say that this would be g good idea, and 42% say that stu,

L}

Ml?uc‘hmf -

T us. public  $°
Yoot Daughter . Son T Q,:ughm Son. ER
» S U TN1984) {1o84) -
c % %
Yes | % A5 7 %46
No - k:: B -
L. ‘ ‘ ~o{ . .:‘ ."r'~"‘;;
R ‘:_-:7

Umons, Stnke\);_;and Atbitraﬁon .
Ameriean'teachers strongiy~suppon teacher unian-
ism, as well as teachers’ right to strike over salariesand .

jzation has helped or hurt the quality of pulllic eduoatmn :
. in thé U.S., half of-the teacher res;:cndents {45%) say -
18% say that gnionization has.
%"say ma: it pas mads no dif-.

. Teachers. also’ support their ht {o smke Asked
whether public school teachers should be permitted to.
- strike, almost two-thirds (63%) feel that-thdy should be.
.permitted to strike; only 26% say. ‘that. teacher strikes ~ O

- should not be allowed,
Interestingly, teachers f,&vor compuisory arbitratlon

- “hurt public educat:on,
feérence. -

- agreément cannot be reached between 'a union and'a’
__school board, nine out of to favox such a plan, and oniy
3% are opposeé oo :

The ques:ion. .

*  Most teaehsrs in the mtioq now belong to -

~ unions or associations that bargain over salaries,_., PR

~ working conditions, and nionization, .. ..

' -in your opinian, hslped, hurt, or made no differ- 77
ance in the quaﬁ!y of pubhc qdueinon in ths U.S.? T

'

Au Etlmcnufy ' Hsgh School
Teachers ' Teachers - Teachwss |
-, . % L % % T
- Heiped S e Co8 ., 80 .
Hurt e« 18 . 20 . - 15 T
No difference % - 25 28 L
Noopinion = -7 Y 7}
Theques:ion" co o '. i
" should public sctwot tsachwsbamrmiﬁed 0.
‘ strike or. nct" L A
R SRR Al Elementary . H!gh School
S S Tuchu‘ mchm . Teachers
. . % A
Yos S 58 oo 76
‘No - , %5 . : » 20
No opinion 2 I 12- . 10
i ,

. ' - . :
. . .‘ ‘ . o . .
C . : : v R oL
. ' N - N - P . . o
. t . - [ B ‘ o T :
CEEN R S . RIS M e
) .
-
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The question: .« =L

LT In case an aqmmcntctnnotbcmac!udbo ‘
, twun a teachar union (or ‘association} and e
schooi board, would you favot of oppose a plan
hat would require the dispute to ba settied by the
ision of an arbitratqr or panel aecaptabie to
¥ both the union and schoot board?

Elementary - High Schobt
Févor

" Oppose o
'& .Noopmion- N -

ES
onl

~ | Tdécher Opinion.\rs. Publioro;:mion -
. .-} * e
Teacher attitudes- regardiné the effects of umonéza-
. -tion are in alngost direct %ontrast to the attitudes of the
| g;;}\ . generaf fublic. Whereas teachers — by a margin of §l~

most 3 to 1 (49% to 18%) <« ﬁeet that ynions have'

: L/ ~' helped the quallty of Americen edugation, the public: —
~ - - 'hyamarginof 2t0 1 =~ beﬁeveg t

- hurteducatign. ~
> -~ Moreover, while teachers fee! that they should ha

“the right to striker (63% favor this right), 56% of th

. ptblic oppose teacher strikes The'public agrees with
mfng compulsory art;Rra-. -

8 e the views of tea
2ot e tion in Semfns utes rge majotities of tedchers ..

;- '{90%) and of theMublic (79%) favor compu!sory arbrtra- o
S tion, « . . -
2T Effects of Unionization All Taschers . US, Public .
. o ‘ _— C {1981)
. : : oA : % . e
‘Meiped education -, . - 9. L8
© - Hurt education et 187 R
... Made nddifference. e 2B BT < S
Ng gpinion - e T L "12' v
. Tascher Strikes All Teschers  US, “public
AR B {1881}
¥ : ) - % %
7 ¥gs, teachars should have ' n
. the rignt . . < 37, ,
* No, they should not e 26 Y 56
No opiniorn 11 _ ]
. Fequire Combulsory Arbitratios ~ All Teachers  U.S. Public
P L ¥ : \‘- <1m)
. % %
Favor . I i B
Oppose ‘ 34 7.
-7

NQ Opinion

-
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" "How Teachers See Themselves

" Teachers were asked to rate each c;f 12 brofessions

on a scale of zéro to 10 to indicate their perceptions re-” .

garding two factors: 1) the professmn s contribution to

" society and 2§ the amount of prestige pecpfe inthat pro- .

. ' fession have in their communities.
»  Not surprisingly, teaching heads thelist’ for gontribu-
© tion to society, with about six teachers in 10 giving their
. peers a top rating. Next in order are physicians, who
- receive a 10 from 46% of teachers, and clergy, Who re-
: ceivea re from 43% of taachers. B

“ t

N

.. of tedchers give their profession the highest rating for
- its status in the community. . T
~ When ratings of societal contnbutfon are compared\

( fa( the laryest —
;.1,’_

&~

CoeT . s ) BEE AN

. _\

t umoniz.atioq has -

,j. l pick; the less you feel it

, contdbuti

Pubtia schcat pnnclpais are far, down the Iist On!y Lo

- 18% of-teachers give schoot principals a. 10 for.theif® ¢ o

: contribution to soaiety.. At the bottom of the listare ' -~
lawyers {6%), funesal directors (§%), business execu-
tives-{4%), local political officeholders (4%), bankers

- {3%), reaitors (2%), and advertising ractitioners (298).

The prestige that teachers feel theyhave in theirown' .

communities appearstobea sansitive subject.Only 1%

wim rati e§s of community status, we find that teachers ¢
threg professions — teaching, the clergy, and'

pu tic school principais -- as lowsr in status than i

* " théir.contribution to society. The gap for teachets is by

Se%tot% R

Thequestxon Sy \;,g:

* Now we wouki like § your Imprassions about dif- -
fmt professions and occupations — basedon ™.« ..
S'our persomi experience or-on what you've heard
é;irnd lndicatcfyour mpusﬁon, mg:)gmt use - .. -
< this § s rom { Qut ofzerp .. | T
toihc hz ng of 40.- _

First rate he profemnm !istod beiow for the _
amount uch contrihutes to the general good of '
. seciety. The moré you iﬁt contributes {o the

©

‘good of society, the higHer the number you would . . /. -
ribum,tho lowarthe -
. 'Mumber you would pick. ;

Now rate thése professions for the amount of . ° %
prmigo or status you feel.people in uch profas- T
sion havo in your community. . - - S

Ty ‘ N ; .
: IR o mghmaaung B
SR ST ‘ . General Good qu R
e : _ . Of Society .. . A
E . . ‘ % . ."‘ - % .. o
' Public schoo! teachers - Coogg ey e
Physic{m e e 4 N - - T
cClergy " 43 Y-+ S
Pubnc scnopi prinqipals 18, -3 .
Judges . S T 13 45 <
Lawyers ' R ) -8 32
i Funeral dirsctors e 5 4 TR
8usiness executives ’ 4 P
Local political offmeholders . 4 16
Bahkers o . 3 2 ,
Realtors . 2 3. . 5
- Advertising Pmctiticners St 2 4 s -

- - - . . X} y
.’ X '
-

Teacher Opinian vs. Public Opmron o

‘The public’s feelings about the contribution teachers ;
make to society and about the status of teachers differ
ggae mewhat from the views heid by teachers. The public

Is that teachers coftriblite substantially less to =~ = .
society than teachers feelthey do. Twenty-nine percent =~ - ,°
- of the pubtic would mteaéhemthehighestratmgfm‘ ; —=
their contribution to-'society, ,compared with 59% of - RS
teachers who would give themseives a 10. ' ey

. Onthe other hand, the public feels that teachers have .
morg-status in the community than teachers feel that . -
they do. Nineteen bercem of the public would give -
teachers the highest rating for status. This figure is far * . .
higher than the 1% of teachers who rate their status a~ ' -~ .

* 10, but it Is still one of the fower Fatings that the public |
gives to any profession. Indeed, teaching is the profes-

“sion that the pubiiq perceives as having the largest
disparity t;c;(rwsan its status in the community and its
tosocioty e A

A}
Lo
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__years for the mn.cguege.bgum e ,teg:?g;zam xq the eramentam 8¢h0018, en{y 18% Qppose
The questfcn. : ST P - v However,’ teache:sfbeéig}le thatt d;iffel;enth seéuai.l
if wé m dec h ey to;;ics are appropriate for different levels of schooling
fouo\:i:uq Subri.oéts w&"ﬁ%@hﬂmﬁ: W Fer example,-eight put of 10 ‘teachers- feel that the -
. high school student who m togoos tocolbgt 0 foliowing topics shoufd be covered in high school Sex
1o take? S education classes: the biology of reproduction, venersal -
‘What about those public high schoorﬂudonts . disease, and birth control. Smatler majorities feel that -
who do riot plan 1o go on 10 collége when they . . v.pzemam?t sex, aborﬁor;; he;mexuvakitg& ?n% ith}? nm-
Umlid ihum'-‘“?' of sexual intercourse shou ‘covered in high s -
?;‘ ;‘i::!?.? Which courses you. m“m .| 'tlasses. Other than the biciogy of reproduction, much -
|  shoukt “. R-qviud - 11" smaHer percentages of teachers feel that specific sex;
e  For? . uaf tapics should. _be c_gveredin ths elementary schcqts“ \
o - For Those Amgc Nolﬂcugnk\g A:um -3 Theﬁueﬂlm' ERCIEIE 7
—e & e -Planning-to M««-Jl'o m—-»——» e —
S . o sotocub«mwoa -8 mw . * Do you fulthcpubtic high ‘schools shouk!or
"" L . “should not Includcm cduuﬁondn theic instruc.
Mathematics % ! (9‘ s 37 L ' uon‘f wognm?
U S ety ST BT 3‘5 .. Do you fsel the puwc slementary schoqls |
N ovemment ;%' ‘91 : 'gg should or should ‘not Include sex. sducation
'Sqwm ) ’ , o '-’l-iw RS _3" M((hl'm a? «,. L ‘“,7‘,;:;. » \
Forai niangulgl - 28 T 14 Sy, .
Physical edycation / 7% B R
Health sduciition - 3 R I
Business ¢ 63 . - &
At : 54 45
Music 4G . 42
© Industrial ants/ \ SO
N e

~— . "-‘si‘;?.f.‘:? SR SRR - SRR ‘, percéntage of the public than-of teachers endorses’
Tl executives T 4T L e - course requiraments for e&thar ccliega«bound _cr ‘non:
:  hocai po- f S ] coliegmundstudents R Coies
s itical offices L N
Do UL holders '_».‘ti'i“ 15.° TV
X Bafkers 3¢ . 22
MItm . 2 -'\,.v ' L.
. Adverising |, ! N
S pmctitiom -2 S 4 4 b
. . ‘ R ¢
M {
: Subjest Ruqulmmenis - ‘-»sa'éﬁiﬁ’““

B .conege-bound and the non<ollege-bound in the number, _

’

... .. Pubiicschoal
S0 teachers
- Physicians .
- - Clargy

", Public schaoi -

~Commission on Excellence in Education wag that sig-

. ample the average number of years of English that. -

. would require 3.0 years for the mﬂéq@bwn

‘i'aachar Qpinian xs. Publie Opinion

" The public. agrees with' teachers about the 1mpor‘»...,‘_¢‘
_ tance of requiring high schodl students to take English
and mathematics. More than 80% of teachers and of the
+:public would require all students fo take these subjects.
- Similar percentages of the public and of teachers would -
fequsre high school students to take business, and a
“.somewhat ‘smaller percentage of the public than of'
~"teachers would require’ high sc;hooz students to také
history and science. - :

For ali other subjects, hawaver a much smaﬂer

principais -7

. o gﬁcsmrym.s. gevamme}
- Seignce :
~ One of the major racommendatiang-of the Nationat | ¢ Forsign langusge . 11
"Physicandt.fcaticn e
-Health mmfcn .

. nificantly mora time ‘in high schicol be devoted to the
“traditional basics, English and mathematics, as well as-
< to certain “new" basics, including saience, computer-:
" sclence, foraign Ianguagas forthe college-bound,’
- vocational ' training. Virtually “alt - teachers “feel " that.
Engtish math, and scignceé should be required for ali
students, both thasé whe lmand tc go tb caitege and o
those who do not. ST
However, teachers woum d;stmgussh betwaen the

f h p f For-ex- .- ‘ "' e
. of years they would reqiire’of a given subject. For-ex- U s teaehers-overwhetmmgiy snppo rtsex gducmionq

n both spublic “high ‘schodls. and. public elemantary
schoois. Aimost nine out of 10 teachers (86%} feal tha
ex -education:should be part-of the instructional pra-
ram in the high schools; only 8% oppose the -idea..,
-Sevénty-five percent of teachers favor including sex .

“teachers would require for coilege-bound studants is.
3 §; the figure for-non-college-bound studants is 3.6. The
- figures for math are 3.4 yaars for the collage-bound and:
2.7 for the nen-coiiegeabound For science, te;ahcdhem

hommiung

¢
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The questia;t,_ S e T T

. " Whichgf the fottow{ng topics, If lny,&houtdbc

e included for high school students? o

©~ - hich of the following topics, i any, should be
L &rflmd fer elermentary school studant&?

in High School ~
Thebiology ~ ¢ » -

Should -

RN
EA .

. of raproduc- -

tion . a . %
v oNengreal R
© disease 8 *+. ..
-« -Bintheontrot 80 18-
o Premaritaisex @8- 24 .

-~ The mef L
sexual ' o
 course - b2 8
‘ Abomon 64 &7 ’
| _Homosmg . |
ity L 88 . St

'is right and wrong.
The question::

-

¥

o ,,tweix, ‘and anaiyttcany Fifty fwe pe:cent of teachers
" gave a top rating to developing the ability to speak and
"write correctly; 53%, fo develdping*the ability to use
" mathematics for everyday problems; and-51%, to en-
couraging the desire to continue Ié

mmg as a lifelong

Vol
(94
5 "

.«,,,goai ~ before all others. A rating’
; and 10 means you consider the goai 4
uhcre mbotwm in impomnce.

R proae .

oo sixghest parcentage of the L. S public (68%) gives
a 10 to developing the ability to- speak ahd write correct: < - .
.+ ly, The second: -highest.percentage of the public 84%) . -

givas the highest rating to developma standard,s of what :

= ]
, gi

, Pleass rate the impomnca of each of the fol- >
. towing possible goals of education on a scale of . .. -
. T, 2ero to 10. A zero means 3 gojlis notsat all impor- .-
* ‘tant and should not be part of the |

- lic school -,
i “_progrem.Atomunsagoalisﬂn

timportant

[T

een 2610 -

Ti"_ "tf ©C * #Kii Teachbie US. Public.
R :
Teacher Opmion vs. Pubtic Opinicm A - S v
. » help develop good work habits, the.
' Atmost asfarge a percentage of the U.S. public (70%)" . E&;m 1o crganize on.smgugm,, ‘ N B
i as of u.s. tsachers* (86%} supports sex aducation 35:_’ o »T‘g\e abliity to concentrate’ s : 56 .
" Bt of the high School.instructional program. For . Todewsiop the ability to think R R
. creatively, objectively, analytically - - -3 B -} I
- elementary schools, the pubtic is about evenly divided; . . 14 gevelop the ability to speak and. - Rl A
U 46% favor and 48% oppose sex Sducation in the elé~ .. write corractly g LK 68
.+ mentary schools, However, with regard to the specific . Todaeveiop the ability to use mthemﬁcs SR
7% topics o beincluded in sex educationat both levels, the . T ainCl BONRRE - b 88 S
L lally fess in favor of instruction TR vlichpt vkl St it SRR
. - public is substantially igarning througNout one's lite 51 v P
_ each of these areas. - . .. .« Toendotirage respect for law and order, o
| o o ool Eln e e .
Ty - Yoxlevslop oliveina ' '
, . in ngh School i mw Sehoojv v~ complex-and changing world ! SR 3 |
, * Include - \0 " Yo prepara those who plan to attend _
. Sex K Al US- < Al U.s. - college for college - <
. Education. . - Tuchou Pubuc ’Tucm Pubuc roda_lopskiltsnaodedtogetfobsfo: *
: ‘ % thoss ML planning to attend college - * - 34~ -
" should fo ss ;g ;.vg :g R ‘r:mamm oiwnst is "rlght 23
. hmr ' . R 4 s o o N ‘ o B : e s : P
-ioop?n?:n e -6 .8 7 : 7 r “Yodavelop the desite :oexcee . 32
T R - To'develop an understanding of deihoc. :
SRy 2 o - ) . T = racy and toprcmoé:pamcipaﬂen in.
L N © . "Sheoid Be . shouldBe ™ “the poiitical proce —-\\ L3t
o5 - , ' inciuded in included in To devsiop the ability to get along Co
_ - . -High School mmmw with ditfarent kinds of people - BRI 1
. o All US. Al ' US. To dufezop raspect for and understand. Co
S ' oo n i : ‘
Teachers . Public Teschers Publie @)% oelraces. o gions, natians, T o .
o i %, % % %+ Todewiop the ability to deal with aduit .
‘Sex edutation . o . _‘responsibilities and problems, l.e., sex, . A
‘ ngenerai) o 88 N I 7% &5 . " marriage, pamnttng, personal finances, .
MLt g;g: yof = ¢eu¥ S AR B aicoho! and drugabuse - - 28
: © reproduction” . ... 83 5¢ - .70, &7 . To help studants make redlistic pians for
» ‘ vVenereai disease . 83 ~ 58 40 23 whgt th:&y will do alter high scnoot -
inth-centro} 80 - 85 B+ 20 graduation ' '
g,gm:&::ex' ‘ . 68 &2 -2t - 18 . To develop an understanding about differ- . '
Tha nature of séxual : ... ent-kinds of jobs and careers; ingluding . -
" intarcoursg . 62 87 24 16 .thair requirements and rewasds . - 4]
<" Abortion : © .64 .38 - 18 . 12 _To ?aln kno&;ledjqe ?ﬂd ;mderstmding of .
R lity 88 : 5 18 sciance and scjentific facts ‘
- omasaxuaiity % —2_ R Tcgain?ﬁcwiedge of the important facts -
‘ ‘ . - of history, geography, te. - 15
= ( Jo develop an appreciatien for and par- o
: "/ \- ticipation in the arts, music, Jitersture, :
e “ = . _theater, etc. 14
,/" ' To develop the abili taunﬁemmm -
4.8, teachers were asked to rate the importancé f use cefgguters ‘y, 42

) 9 ‘certam goais of education on a scale of zero to 10. Fif
4%, 'six percent of teachers gave the highést rating (10} to
. two goals: devetopmg good work habits, the ability to
organize one's thoughis, and the ability to concentrate; -

and devetoping tha abihty to think - craatwety, cb}ec- _
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2 . " Extending the School Day or Year

Some of the education reform reports have recom-
‘mendethextending the fength of the school day, the
“length of the schoot year,“or bath, in order to provide

_morg time for instruction. U:S.'teachers ‘oppose botlf of "
“these recomimendations by roughly the same margins

.V ="72% to 24%<n the ca3e of lengthening the schoo!

day and 66% to 28% in the case‘of lengthening the» ‘

schoo! year.

"By conttast, the %\ﬁubhc is cniy marginally op

. posed to lengthening the school day or, school year. The o .

~ public oppdses extending the schoolday by a margin of -
'42% to 52%, and the public opposes ex:endmg :he
‘s¢hootl year by a margin of us& tc 50%.. .

AU . Elementary uﬂighsmod? O
. 'm:‘m T hers Yeachesw | .. LT
" Teachers 3 ,c &3, 35 S
Local school o5 o . B
board 1% .7 20 «
- Htate gonmmnat 17 18 5 R AN
Fodam . . . ' : : ‘
. *-govemment 3. : 2 oL 3 '
. Parents PR SR ? ' .2
- Noapiniog .8 - . &
‘, . .4_( o, ' ° | J ) " e,
Y. '.,, \ . p— ~
The*question.
Who dofou feel ‘shofild have !h/;noﬂ in-

’”ftuem In {he selection o booasforasmmuc'” |
schco!chsmmsmdmm llbmhs’?

, The question: ' ' i Al
oy ©. . “How do you {eel about cxtnndtng th'schooi | Tesches xucm Teachers
- day by one hour in the school in which you teach? L. % % % ’
© 7 Aside from the question of teacher/staff co.mpon-j-__ ;-;reianccp:s g ERER | IR -‘75 \ s 2
WL e sation,doyoutmxoropponthisldn? e scmm;m_;‘ | B R
: L At istrators © . 4 ey s 2
N . : ﬁgu) Parents e W U 1
CFapr s §g ) ‘;22 o fwxmwfcﬁ'&..‘ e
L ‘Nc opmton" T4 -~ L T o Con ,;}, o 'f g :‘ e f;._
~ The “”"s“"“' T Teachar Opinion vs..Pubiic Opminn
In some nations, studcms attand schoc% s : S R
. 'g‘uzy?;md:}yglmg:lfmnwu:dtom1§» " Whereas teachers feei strongly that theyshouid have fef
L tnyeinrlmﬂ compensation, how d?.ou teel |- themostsay in determining what isaught in the public .
.. about extending the public: schoot yu‘r' in this * ‘schools, the public feals that parghts and iocal school -
o community b ngo days, making the school year: “ &%y, poards should have the'most infludnce in this area. Only::
S out 210 “y{ mwm;“mw Do fmx “; 1% of the public agree that teachers shouid have the
,_Wmhm? o V°" o most influence; 27 % say the schaol board, andm%say
.- , Y Us. in the selecti(m othooksf rcs ocmsand schoot
Vo “Teactwrs © oo Public --fibraries, -only 42% of ‘the-fublic feel that: ‘teachers .
: . C e ﬁm) s " should have the most influence. About one in five .
, S . % .~ ‘members of the public (18%) feel that parents shoutd
omnase s B gg have the most inﬂuence in book selection. * " - -
No opinion - € € - ’ oy it
s ’ . : . ‘ Whosnoummide
oL == ' i : —— R Wl_ut'ls'fﬂ‘aoht?
. .., Control of 1nstmction | S - oA us
. : . ¢ e ‘Teachers:  Public .
. -US. teachers feel that they should have the mostjn- ..~ - - REDUETEE A
- fiusnce in deciding what is taught in the public schools Yeachers : a3 . Y
in their communities. They feel even more strongly that Local school bcard 18 27 .
~ they should have the most infiusnce in the selection of State govamment 1 . 17
~ books for classroom use and for school libraries. gmm goverimant SRUE- o
. For example, 33% of teachers feel that teachers . [SO0% : - 2
should have the most influence in deciding what is . o o
- "taught; 18% say the school board, 17% say the state : o
. government, and 3% say ths. iaderaLgavammekanly“ S ' N B
" 2% say that parents shoulid have the greatest mﬂuence
in %Ieclding ‘what is taught. -
most eight in 10 teachers (73%) feel that they = . K
Shouid ‘have the most influence in the.selection of -
"'books for classrooms and school libraries. Only 4% say . 7"
- principais or schoot administratdrs, 3% say the schoot - Teachors
board, and 2% say the parents. S ‘ o - - Principais and school -
. The question o ¢ administrators.
5 , gchcc:‘ Bosrd .
aren LY
in your oplnion, who shouid hl\'c the greatest NO opinion _

influencs in deciding what is taught
s of your community‘?
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. The findings of this. survay come from mail interviews .
with-a representative sampie of US. teachers. From &'
~* list provided by Market Data. Retrieval, a samp}e of 2,
- - teachers was’ selected to reflect the totai national
C population of teachers, The sdmpie was stratified. gms:-
“portionately by region énd by teaghing level. - :
* " Questionnaires were maili
e between 30 April and S May 1884, Six ques!ionnaires
S .. were jundeliverable, producing -an efféctive mailing Of .
L 1,984 questionnaires. Of these, 813 (41%) were com-

pteted and rstumed
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fo he 2,000 teachers

To insure that the attitudes of nonrespondents were ,
. not significantly different from those of respondents, a

teiephone survey was conducted with a sampile of 100 T', '

--teachers who had not answered the mail survey. The

, fesults of the {elephone survey showed that the sample ... ...
" of nonrespondents to the mail survey closely paraileled -
the sampie of raspondents — both in terms bf attitudes =

~and in terms .of: sqcioeconomic and. demograpmc.[,-_f--_,-
characteristics. ‘. -
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